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WILLIAMSTOWN LOCAL SPORTING LEGEND - JOHN MOLYNEUX 

By Geoff van Wyngaarden 

 

Williamstown Cricket Club (est. 1852) and Williamstown Football Club (est.1864) are two 
sporting icons in Victorian sport over the passages of time.  They have each attained much 
success with premierships and glory. There are only 2 men who have played in a senior 
premiership team with each club. The 1946-47 Williamstown Cricket Club premiership team, 
its first victory in the VSDCA (Victorian Sub District Cricket Association) included 2 men who 
would later taste success with the Williamstown Football Club senior side in the VFA (Victorian 
Football Association) in the 1949 season. 

These two great men are the late Gordon Ogden and a local living legend John Molyneux.   
Ninety year old John (nearly 91) is a modest and humble man who still lives locally and comes 
to the cricket ground for the first hour of play every Saturday afternoon. John will regularly 
buy a can of light beer, pour it into a standard glass and slowly drink it whilst at the ground. 
Here is his story of his life in both clubs at the peak of his playing career. 

John was born on the 15th January in 1926.  He grew up in Williamstown and attended the 
Strathmore Grammar School at the Holy Trinity Hall in Pasco Street. (Strathmore Grammar 
was later renamed Williamstown Grammar and then Westbourne Grammar). He has lived on 
The Strand in Williamstown since 1940 and before that in Ferguson Street.  His father was a 
Port Phillip Sea Pilot like his mother’s father Captain Palmer who lived in the same Strand 
location from 1932 to 1940.  John attended the prestigious Melbourne Grammar School 
where he played Under Age cricket before progressing to the school First XI where he was 
captain in 1943-44. He also played District cricket with North Melbourne whilst at school.  
John also played football at Melbourne Grammar progressing from the Under Age teams to 
the 1st XVIII and was a member of the 1944 premiership side.  In 1945 John joined the Navy 
for a couple of years being mainly based in Darwin. He played football and cricket there for 
the Navy team in the local competition and was captain of each team. 
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After the War, John joined the Williamstown Cricket Club and had his first full season in 1946-
47.  In the premiership year of 1946-47 Morris Seivers was the Captain Coach.   Morris had 
previously represented Australia in Test cricket playing 3 tests versus England in 1936-37 and 
had toured South Africa in 1935 with Vic Richardson’s team.  Morris was an extremely 
effective all-rounder who batted at number 5 and opened the bowling with Frank McLaughlin.  
The very fast McLaughlin took 7-27 in the semi-final victory against Kew.  In the final which 
was played on the Williamstown ground the local team comfortably beat Camberwell.  There 
were well over 100 people in attendance   whilst a lot more people were parked in cars and 
watched.  John was the youngest member of the team at 20 years of age with most of the 
other players being mature aged men. Such was the strength of the team that John played as 
a specialist batsman at number 8 and did not bowl.   It was a lovely all round team, well 
balanced with much variety in the attack with fast bowlers and spinners 

Cricket training practice was on 2 nights per week wearing creams.  At this point in time the 
turf practice wickets in 3 nets were located on the ground on the Morris Street side.   The 
outstanding player in the side was the late Jack Barnes who had also played one game for 
Victoria when playing for the South Melbourne Cricket Club.     Socially very little happened 
in the clubrooms. There was no alcohol at the ground. Even when we were premiers, we did 
not drink alcohol and I just walked home from the ground. The President’s Dinner for winning 
the premiership was held in Osborne Street in a large reception type house where Hazeldene 
now stands.  Clive Blackburn, was President of the premiership cricket team. Clive at this time 
was the manager of the James Seymour Woolen Mills in Nelson Place. Several black and white 
photos from the night are at the ground in the social room under the photo of the premiership 
side. John added that both the cricket and football club were well administered. John 
developed a friendship with Gordon “Butch” Ogden who also played his  football at 
Williamstown and both would later taste dual premiership success in the two sports. John 
describes Gordon Ogden as a nice and very impressive bloke. 

John’s football career after his school days saw him play for the Flinders Naval team in the 
Mornington Peninsula League in season 1946. The following 2 seasons in 1947 and 1948, John 
played for the Old Melbournians in the Victorian Amateur Football Association “A Grade” 
competition with many old schoolmates.  In 1949 John joined the Williamstown Football Club. 

In 1949 Williamstown won the premiership against Oakleigh at the Junction Oval in St.Kilda 
in front of 40,000 spectators, which was a commonplace finals crowd in those days. In the 
Grand Final half forward flanker John Walker snapped a goal from the boundary line   with 
only seconds to go.  Walker would later on become the club full forward when the legendary 
Ron Todd retired.  John Molyneux would later go on and play a total of 77 games with a tally 
of 77 goals between the 1949 and 1953 seasons. 

John well remembers that training took place on the local Morris Street ground 2 nights per 
week. It was mainly circle work and running around the ground in circles kicking stab kicks. 
There were no lights at the ground and the showers at the ground were lukewarm if anything. 
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Players in the senior team received 3 pounds per game but you had to pay one pound yourself 
for the football boots.  (3 pounds is technically equivalent to $6 today but was in a vastly 
different financial era.) Footballs were terribly heavy, very much like old medicine balls and 
very hard on the hands. The THROW BALL was legal at this time till 1950. (The V.F.A. at this 
time was not affiliated with the any senior body in Victoria or Australia and players could cross 
over without a clearance).  The throw ball involved having to throw the ball with 2 hands from 
below the height of the shoulder. The throw ball was very effective and kept the game 
flowing.  You could get the ball from the ground and toss it out which was much easier than 
handballing.  Handballing of course was still allowed as per normal. 

Williamstown was called “The Seagulls” but there was no club song- nothing at all. After the 
game you just had a shower and went home. All games were played on a Saturday afternoon 
and the Reserves played on the opposition ground at the same time.  The Reserves operated 
as a separate club with their own President, Treasurer, Secretary and committee.  The 
reserves ran a Sunday morning drink with barrels of beer down the other end of the 
grandstand.   The training list for the seniors was set at a maximum of 26 players.  Training 
for the senior list only was held on Tuesday and Thursday nights. The reserves or seconds 
trained on Monday and Wednesday nights.  The first aim of every footballer at Williamstown 
was to make the senior list of 26 players.  

Players were informed if they were selected in the senior side when they read the Friday 
morning daily newspapers.  Players were given no individual knowledge or indication that 
they might get dropped from the senior side. Competition was always very keen for senior 
spots. During the season the club always looked to League (VFL) clubs for players. Essendon 
2nds were very fruitful for Williamstown with the recruitment of John Ramsay, Jack Simpson, 
Reid and Carmichael. Also Footscray was a great recruitment ground with players such as Alby 
Linton who was a star.  You were always under pressure to keep your spot in the team because 
League footballers could be recruited. 

Coach of the Williamstown Football Club in 1949 was Gordon Ogden and the captain was 
Ron Todd. The half back line of Wells, Cameron and Wilcox was crucial to the premiership 
victory.  The trainers at this time were vociferous.  The quarter time breaks was more or less 
straight over into your new position. On the ground. .  The players came into the clubrooms 
at half time and sat down.  The three quarter time break was on the ground when players 
were given oranges and a bottle of sherry was passed around by the trainers for anybody who 
wanted some. Some players had some but I didn’t.  I think the trainers had a sip during the 
game.  There were half a dozen trainers. The Head Trainer was Fred Sutton, with Bob Major 
taking over after the retirement of Sutton. Major had been trained in the Navy and St.Johns 
and there was no need for a club doctor with such great head trainers. 

All games were played on a Saturday afternoon.  The attendances were always very good in 
the thousands. There were 18 players in a team and a 19th man on the bench who did not 
always get a run on the ground. Play wasn’t stopped if someone got injured, you just had to 
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skirt around him and play on. Teams were very well structured and everyone knew their place 
on the ground.   There were not many social functions held. The Annual Ball was held at the 
Williamstown Town Hall.  The president of the club was   A.J. (Alf) Urban who was a chemist 
in Douglas Parade.  The secretary was Larry Floyd who was a proof reader by trade but later 
became full time secretary of the Carlton Football Club and later on a member for parliament.  

The end of season trip in 1949 was held in Wollongong in a guest house on the water’s edge. 
It was very pleasant. Most players drank alcohol but in different proportions from heavy 
drinkers to a few glasses only.  Players got paid every Thursday night by the treasurer A.J. 
(Jim) Mc Conville who was a local teacher in the state school system. Payment of 3 pounds 
was in cash and not in an envelope.  Initially I did not take payment and the treasurer held it 
in trust. There was always the thought that I could return to play in the Amateurs.  (To play in 
the VAFA any type of sporting payment made it illegal to return to them.)  When my tally got 
to about 75 pounds I eventually agreed to take the money. 

In 1949 I wore the number 28 jumper and later on the number 10 with season 1953 being 
my last year. I played under the coaching of Gordon Ogden, Adrian “Spud” Dullard and Billy 
Williams.  The best players that I played with included Ron Todd who was outstanding -- a 
champion; Johnny Walker, Colin Wilcox, Harry Simpson, Johnny Martin and Ray Smith.   John 
made some comments about Gerry “Monster” Callahan who started at Williamstown in 1951 
“a good and strong,-an inspirational speaker and impressive and intelligent person who got 
the best out of people.” 

 

FOR THE RECORD - Season 1949   Grand Final 

Williamstown 10-5-65 defeated Oakleigh 8-14-62, Crowd estimated- 38,700 
John played in the forward pocket alongside the great full-forward Ron Todd who kicked 95 
goals for the season.    Williamstown was unbeaten at home in 1949. 

Season 1950 was outstanding for John Molyneux as he received 24 votes in the J.J.Liston 
Medal for the V.F.A. Best and Fairest award. John finished in equal 5th position. 

 

 

 

 

 


